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" NEWARK DISASTER DEAD

Aﬁbiﬁér Girl Pupil of High School
© " Succumbs to. Injuries.

_ Trolley Company Official Chafges That
;.. Steam Road Broke Agreement to
‘ Place Safety Device. }

Special to The New York Times. ‘

NEWARK, X. J., Feb, 20,—The ninth
victim was added to-day to the list of lives
lost in the disaster of yesterday morning,
when a trolley car, crowded wiih High
Bchool pupils, slipped down the grade on
Clifton Avenue and out on the tracks of
tha: Delaware, Ladkawanna and Western
Raflroad. where, running into an express
train, it was dashed to pieces. This latest

© déath was that of Jennie Estelle McClel-
lafid; sixteen years old. of 315 South Orange
‘Avenue, who had received concussion of
the brain and other injurles.
~ ~ It is expected that no other deaths will
result from the accident, althoush Peter
Brady. the motorman, is unconscious with
a’ fractured skull, and Eugene Barcliffe,
,\th'e engineer of the express, is in St.
. -Michael's Hospital with many Injuries.
These two men are considered to have
B_’.l:iout» an even chance of recovexjing. The
--reraining five injured at the hospitals are
not considered dangerously hurt, although
therc are broken legs and arms among
them. )
~The funerals of the girl vietims of the
disaster” will begin to-morrow. JMemorial
s_e:;'viqes will be held in the High School
ox Tuesday, when it will be reopened, and
~“a’ mémber of the Faculty will attend each
furersl. Some business houses will close
oui of respect for the dead.

- The determination to fix absolutely the
responsibility for the disaster, which, it is
believed, would have have been avoided
with the very smallest amount of eare and
expense, was voiced in no uncertain man-
ner to-day by city officials and private
citizens. A committee consisting of five
welisknown Newark residents appointed
by the Board of Trade met this morning
behind closed doors, after which they
called on County Prosecutor Riker, and
rTemained in consultation with him for some
time. The committee arranged to meet
again on Tuesday next with a view to
periecting its plan of action.

.Prosecutor Riker already has obtained a
mass of evidence which he is engaged in
putting into shape. After a conference this
afternoon with County Physician MeKen-
zie, it was decided to order an inquest
before Coroner W. C. Heilman at 10 o’clock
to-morrow morning. This will be the first
LCorener's inquest held in Newark in many
years. The case of Ernestina P. Miller
has been selected for the inquiry. The
members of the jury chosen are George
W, Howe, a manufacturer of East Orange;
James A. Cue, merchant; August Goertz,
manufacturer; :}Iax Sachs, manufacturer;
Franklin Conklin, manufacturer; John Bea,
manufacturer; Abram Staats, retired; Fred
Steutenberg, merchant, and Thomas Oakes,
manufacturer of Bloomfield. . .

Mr. Riker said that one of the important
questions of the inquiry was whether or not
sana was available on the wrecked car,
and if it was, whether it had peen used
on the slippery rails.

** My detectives hurried to the scene of
the ‘accident soon after it occurred,”” said
Mr. Riker, *“ and. although they examined
the rails thoroughly, they failed to find
any¥ sign of sand.”

“A meeting having to do with the accident
wxs held before the Board of Works this
afternoon. Chairman Garrison presided,
hut the leading parts in the proceedings
were taken by Mayor Dorermmus and Clty
Atftorney Young. Vice President David
Young, Superintendent Charles M. Ship-
man, arnd Trackmaster A. W. Pratt of the
Nerth Jersey Street Railroad Company,
and ex-Chief Engineer McFarland of the
Ielaware. Lackawanna and Western Rail-
Troad appeared. - - ..

Dr. Young, for the trolley company. pro-
duced a contract signed in June, 1898, by
Superintendent Reasoner of the railroad
company, In which it was agreed to co-
operate with the trolley company in in-
stalling at the Clifton Avenue crossing a
derailing device, to be locked automatically
by electricity from the block signals of the
Lackawanna whenever a train approached
within 1,200 feet of the crossinz. That
would make it impossible, according to
AMr. Young, for a trolley car to go within
seéventy-five feet of the tracks at this cross-
“inz until a train had passed, when the rails

- eould be switched into nlace again. Mr.

Young further stated that such a system
- had been installed at _the Bloomfield Ave-
nue - crossing of the Lackawanna and the
trolley line, and had worked well since
1800, The switches for the sy¥stem, Mr.
Young continued, had been hauled to the
_ Cliftor . Avenue crossing, but Chief En-
gineer McFarland had refused fo co-operates
<~ with the trolley company. and the system
never was installed. The useless switches
finally» were hauled away,
~ "Mr. McFarland. denied that he had ever
heard of such an agreement. and said that
© the device described could not be aperated
successfully where there were trains pass-
ing. every few minutes throughout the day.
““YWhen a signal showing that a trolley
cdr - was approaching was seen by our en-
gineers.” said Mr, AlcFarland. ‘f they
© would heed it were the signals made not
fao frequently. But where they were there
- every few minutes, as at Clifton Avenue.

‘thé- engineers soon would disregard the
signals. Thev would simply _say: *Oh,
‘that's only 2 trolley car: it will be across
before T get there.”’

- ~#< Do you mean to say that vour engineers
would deliberately disregard a danger
- sigpal?’ exclaimed Mayor Doremus, in

amazement. . .
{ " Well, human nature is human nature,”

scas the reply. T don't believe in making
" the:danger signal ton common.”

. .7t was finally decided by the board that
. the - Steam and trolley railroad officlals
© ‘skeuld’ confer and renort at the board
~meeting ‘on Tuesday a plan for installing
-4 depalling system at the crossing im-
" mediately. R

© . “When asked after the meeting regarding
" _the .statements that no evidence of sanding
L copld- be found on the rails on_which the
‘. trelley: car had slinped tn destruction,

Sinrerintendent Shinman xald: ]

- L4 The forward vart of the . car was
- emathed to nieces. and T cannot say of my
own . knowledge whether there was any
sand in-the sandbox at that end or not, but

“. Jido know that the sandbox af the rear

~end of the car was two-thirds full of sand’
for I myvself filled my hat with sand from
“that'box-after the accident, to put on the
.-_va%ls to enable the assisting car to -haul i
© Taway. Al our sand_ is heat dried. and
runs freely {rom the box. Furthermore, I
_want_to contradict the report that the car
- wus fifted orily with' a handbrake., It was
- titled with an electric hrake of the Intest:

" patiern. There is not the slightest doubt
“ hyir . what the wheels of that car were

< < lacked =nd that it slil along as would a

“sled.” . NoZhrake could stop it. T'urther-
thore we not only have sand In our cars,

.. hui in bad weather we have special men
~ stationed at bad declivities like that at
S oenifton 'Avenue whose business it is to
5 teen” the tracks sanded. -We hrd a man
. there ~vesterday morning, and there was

‘sanid. on"the tracks.”” - :

Asked the name of this mar. Mr, Ship-

i gman- referred guestioners tn_ Trackmaster
- peatt.. Mr. Pratt said he did not remem-
. _ber the man’s name, and did hot know
=< where-he.could be found. hut that there
. was.2 man there_ with sand. 7 T
. ¥iea President Young, in regard to the
. coharge that there was overcrowding In the
. ‘comnanv's cars, said that the car follow-
- fne-hehind  the car that was wrecked had
T not. half a load of passengers. T
*# School children, and esneelally, schionl
- girie! ®aid Mr Youn: . ‘‘are notériousty
ford of going in crowds: nnd they'all trv
to get.on-the.same ear, We run cirs ‘o
tivo . minutes” headwav,  for them duyring
. sehool ‘howurs.  But .the overcrowding of
' the car did nnt eause-this accident, The Ii

ear weighed 20,000 pounds, and i it were

foll the added weight of the passengers |
‘wwou'd have had no, effect. except perhaps |
o A very heavy  grade. - The grade “at
Clifton :Avenue ‘ia.not very heavy.”” . - ' !
‘George 1. -Gould,” the conductor on the 1

‘trollesy ear. wag released .on:$2:000 bail .thir
}ii‘omlpg’tq‘awq!t the action- of ‘the- Grai
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